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Slain Army jawan cremated after Illegal arms sale: SC voices anguish over
Armymen being letoff with reprimand
Home Minister calls up family
BULANDSHAHR (UP), Aug 26:
The mortal remains of Army jawan Neeraj Kumar, killed
in an encounter with militants in Jammu and Kashmir on
August 24, were today consigned to flames at his native
Devrala village here after Home Minister Rajnath Singh
spoke to the brother of the slain jawan over phone.
Alleging apathy on the part of government and political
leadership, the family members of the slain Rashtriya Rifles
jawan had last evening threatened that they would not cremate the body unless Prime Minister Narendra Modi or
Defence Minister Arun Jaitley or Home Minister Rajnath
Singh visited the village for it.
BJP MP Mahesh Sharma, who was present at the village,
arranged the talks between the slain jawan's brother and the
Home Minister. On assurance by Singh that he would soon
visit the village and meet the family members, the body was
finally consigned to flames with full military honours.
Meanwhile, Granadier Rahul Kumar, who was killed in a
separate encounter in Jammu and Kashmir, was cremated at
his native Bhapur village in the district in early morning
today.
BJP MP Bhola Singh and Rashtriya Lok Dal leader Jayant
Chaudhry, son of former Union Minister Ajit Singh, were
present at the cremation. (PTI)

CBI files closure report in Tatra
vehicle purchase scam
NEW DELHI, Aug 26:
CBI today closed its probe
into alleged irregularities in
Tatra all-terrain vehicle supply
to the army, saying there was
insufficient evidence to file a
charge sheet in the case.
The agency filed its closure
report before Special CBI court
here.
CBI sources said the allegation
that the all-terrain trucks were supplied by Tatra Sipox UK promoted
by Ravinder Rishi did not stand
during the probe as the Czechbased company gave in writing
that Rishi's company was authorised distributor of its products.
The allegation that initial payment mode was in dollars but later
converted to Euro thus increasing
the cost also failed to stand legal
scrutiny
after
Bank
of
Czechoslovakia claimed that it was
the bank which had insisted on the
change in currency, they said.
CBI also concluded that lack
of indigenisation of trucks supplied by Tatra was not a lapse.

CBI sources said since evidence collected during the probe
did not support all the three
major allegations, it was decided to file closure report in the
case.(PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 26:

The Supreme Court today
expressed its anguish over topranking army officers being let
off with minor punishment of
“reprimand” and small fine for
their involvement in illegal sale
of weapons and kept its option
open to order probe in all army
commands.
Indicating that it may consider a probe of all commands
instead of limiting it to south
western command from where
the racket was unearthed, a
bench headed by Justice H L
Dattu said punishment awarded
to erring officers, some of whom
are of the rank of Major, Lt
Colonel, Colonel etc are “not
commensurate with the gravity
of the offence” and “shocks the
conscience of the court”.
The bench feared that arms,
ammunitions and weapons
“freely sold in market like toys
by the gang involved in it” may
have landed in “hands of terrorists” and used for killing innocent people.
The bench, also comprising
Justice S A Bobde, said in view
of the “seriousness” and “gravity of the situation”, Attorney
General Mukul Rohatgi should
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seek instructions from the
Government and respond as to
“why not the scope of the writ
petition be enlarged to hold
inquiry in all the commands and
why not the punishment awarded be set aside and court of
inquiry be considered afresh for
enhancing it”.
The bench, which sought
the answers in 15 days and
posted the hearing for
September 16, perused the
materials and documents,
some of them in sealed envelope, placed before it and said
“punishment has been pittance” and “just an eyewash”.
“We are not satisfied with
the punishment. Punishment is
not commensurate with the
gravity of the offence,” the
bench said and added that “there
have been cases that this court
has not interfered with the punishment of removal to cadets or
constables for drunken brawl
keeping in view the discipline to
be maintained”.
The bench noted that what
has emerged from the probe in

the Ganganagar district of
Rajasthan, where the army unit
is under the south western command, is the “tip of the iceberg”.
“Army officers are selling
weapons. He is trained at the
cost of tax payers money. He is
trained to save citizens but what
sort of officers they are,” the
bench observed noting that “it is
also not clear how many
weapons they have sold”.
When the bench was told
that action has been taken by
reprimanding, forfeiting years of
service and imposing fines
which in some cases was of Rs
500, the bench asked the
Attorney General to look into
the seriousness of the offence
involving high ranking officers.
The bench was hearing a PIL
filed in 2007 alleging that a
racket was being run by some
army officers and bureaucrats by
illegally procuring and selling
Non Standard Pattern (NSP)
Weapons which are sold from
the Central Ordnance Depot
Jabalpur.
The court was told that any

serving or retired officer can
purchase only one weapon but
reports suggested that one officer appeared to have availed the
facility in his name for 17 times.
Rajasthan Government told
the court that in 15 cases charge
sheets have been filed.
The apex court earlier also
had questioned the Government
as to why it was allowing some
army officers to continue in
service despite they being
allegedly involved in illegal sale
of weapons.
The bench had also observed
that some high ranking army
officers allegedly involved in
the racket were still serving in
the army and “running an industry”.
During the earlier hearing,
the Centre had said that civilian
courts have limited scope to
interfere in these type of cases
which are proceeded under the
Army Act and are dealt through
court of inquiry, General Court
Martial and matters are adjudicated in the Armed Forces
Tribunal. (PTI)
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